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Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
We live in a moment of great uncertainty.  With each passing minute, we receive new 
information and guidance on how to respond to the Corona Virus.  What was the guiding 
recommendation just hours before now is out of date as new recommendations are aired.  The 
CDC, federal and state governments, and church leaders are all trying to make the wisest 
decisions to stop the spread of the virus. 
We took action earlier in the week that addressed much of what we do on Sundays, yet still 
allowed us to gather as a faith family.  This afternoon, we received a letter from our Florida-
Bahamas Synod Bishop (which is attached).  His letter makes recommendations that are very 
difficult for us.  The thought of not gathering hurts.  However, after remembering how many of 
our congregation are in the more vulnerable group of people, we consulted with our Council 
President, Theda Bunker, about the situation.  Following that discussion and with a heavy heart, 
we asked the council to approve the cancellation of all worship services and meetings for the 
next two weeks.  The council approved this action.  While these measures might seem extreme, 
if they save one life, isn’t it worth it?   
So now the question, “What do we do?”   

• Gather at your normal worship time this Sunday with your family or friends for prayer 
and/or watch one of the past worship videos on line at: 
https://www.htlchurch.org/worship-service-videos 

• Because we planned on having a guest preacher this weekend (the assistant to the 
bishop), we do not have a sermon prepared to share with you.  We are working on that 
and hope to have something for you to watch for next week.   

• Our readings for this Sunday are Psalm 86:8-13 and Mark 12: 1-12. 
• The office will be opened in the mornings on Monday through Thursday from 9-

11.  Your offering may be dropped by the church during the week or held for the next 
Sunday we are able to gather together. 

Let us pray…Gracious God, it is good for us to gather as your beloved in community.  We 
treasure your presence with us in word and meal, song and prayer.  Be with us in these days 

when gathering together as often as we would like is not possible.  When we must be apart for 
reasons of safety, we trust that you surround us with your sheltering wings.  Encourage us in 

connecting as we are able, reaching out to our neighbors in need and being persistent in 
prayer.  We ask this in the name of Jesus, our constant companion.  Amen. 

In loving concern for you and all God’s people, 
Your Pastors 
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