
Dear Holy Trinity Family,  

 As we write this note we realize that it has been 

almost 6 months since we last saw many of you.  On 

Sunday, March 15th, we stood in an empty sanctuary 

trying to figure out how to bring you a message of hope 

in this time difficult time...NEVER IN A MILLION 

YEARS did we think it would last longer than a few 

weeks.  Journeying through Holy Week and celebrating 

Easter was surreal—an empty sanctuary on Easter Sunday!  This pandemic time has been a shock to us 

all and it has been the hardest thing we ever had to deal with during our ministry—and we thought Hurri-

cane Charley was tough to minster through!  We thank you all for your continued prayers for the church 

family and for us.  We struggle daily with “how” … how to minister in these times of social distancing, 

how to stay in touch, how to handle the stress we are all feeling, how to run all the new software and learn 

all the “techy stuff” and so much more!  You have weathered this storm alongside us (prayerfully and vir-

tually) and we thank you!  Know that we have been praying for each and every one of you as well.  It 

hurts us to know so some of you are hurting because of the loss of a job, that some are beyond stressed be-

cause of the fear of the unknown and getting sick, some of you are stressed with decisions that have to be 

made, some feel the sadness of being alone or isolated from friends and family—but we are in this together 

and we want you to remember the church is here for you.  But, as 

this pandemic continues on and as we begin to slowly open up, we 

know many of you will continue to watch the worship services vir-

tually and not run the risk of coming out into larger groups—so 

we will remain apart from each other.  For this we understand, but 

we want to remind you that we are still here to minister to you in 

any way you need.   

In his letter to the church, Paul reminds us all:  “Rejoice always, 

pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances, for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for 

you” (1 Thessalonians5:16-18).  In these anxious times, let us hold onto our faith and give thanks that 

God promises to be with us always.  And let us pray for one another, without ceasing!  Please don’t hesitate 

to call or email the church office if you have any needs.  It is very difficult to reach out to everyone during 

this time...but we promise you we will return your call as soon as we can!   

God’s blessings to you, Pastor Andrea and Pastor Ken 

 

THANK YOU for all the cards, notes of encouragement, and love we received from so many of you in cele-

bration of our 18th anniversary of ministry with you here at Holy Trinity!  We are blessed beyond meas-

ure by you and are thankful everyday that you allow us to walk beside you in faith and life as we worship 

and serve our Lord Jesus Christ!   



Financial Update 

First, THANK YOU!!!!!! In the midst of all the uncertainty, you have been faithful in supporting the ministry and mis-

sion of Holy Trinity!  It is easy to have faith when things are going well, but it is harder to have faith in the in between 

and difficult times.  We are in a time like that right now. It is in these “in between” times we pray that we can still 

reach out and care for our neighbors as God has called us to.  We do this by sharing our time, talents and treas-

ures.  Through your continued and faithful giving, we continue to serve people weekly from our food pantry, we con-

tinue to have a monthly fellowship “curbside dinner pick-up”, we continue a weekly 

Zoom Bible study, as well as give to our missions: Crossroads Academy, Jesus 

Loves You Ministry, Agape Flights, and Faith Preparatory Preschool to name a 

few.  Even though our building isn’t being used on a regular basis, the upkeep is 

still  important and your continued donations to “CARING FOR GOD’S HOUSE” 

help make things like this possible.  We have been overwhelmed at your faith filled     

giving and thank you again for continuing to keep your church family and the     

mission of Holy Trinity in your daily prayers.  

Here is a specific look at donations and spending for the first 7 months of the year: (in $1,000) 

 

Donations:   2020   2019   Change 

 Envelopes   $252.9  $243.2  $ 9.7 

 Plate    $ 31.1   $ 39.3   ($ 8.2) 

 Mortgage   $ 41.2   $ 37.6   $ 3.6 

 Other    $ 6.4   $ 8.9   ( $ 2.5) 
 TOTAL   $331.6  $328.9  $ 2.7 
 
Spending: 

 Returning to God  $ 9.1   $ 13.0   $ 3.9 

 Ministry   $ 8.1   $ 7.1   ($ 1.0) 

 Facility   $ 57.8   $ 54.7   ($ 3.1) 

 Mortgage   $ 61.8*  $ 55.8   ($ 6.0) 

 Staff    $174.1  $176.3  $ 2.2 

 TOTAL   $310.9  $306.9  ($ 4.0) 

 

 NET    $ 20.6   $ 22.0   ( $ 1.4) 

* 2020 expenses up $6K due to refinancing expenses. 

Mortgage Update 

This past spring, we were able to renegotiate our mortgage for a lower rate.  Thank you to Greg 

Ezell for his hard work in helping to make this happen.  

 Our previous mortgage had been renegotiated in 2017 for 15 years fixed at 4.75% inter-

est. At the time, this was a very favorable rate for a church. We have been able, over that 3-year 

time period, to make extra principle payments that reduced the pay-off time of the mortgage by 

almost 2 ½ years. With rates going down, the Finance Ministry and Church Council felt we 

should look at re-financing again. Staying with our current lender (Thrivent), we were able to reduce our interest rate to 3.45% 

and our monthly payment by over $400 all-the-while keeping our time frame the same. (And it only cost us 1% of the principle 

balance or just over $6000. We were able to expense that amount in our Spending Plan.) That is good news! But even better is 

that Council is wanting to keep our mortgage payment the same. Coupled with our last refinancing, we now will be making over 

$1,400 per month ($17,352 annually) in extra principle payments. That is close to making three additional mortgage payments a 

year. Keeping this up, we should be able to pay-off our mortgage in 6-7 years.  



IN PERSON WORSHIP GUIDELINES 

Beginning  September 6, we will have our traditional 11am worship in 

person as well as on Facebook Live and later uploaded to our website.  

What will this look like?  Well, it will be different...VERY DIFFERENT!  

We want to get you ready so you won’t be totally shocked.  Here is 

what to expect when you arrive at church for worship... 

• MASKS are MANDATORY—and must remain on for the entire worship 

(except for taking communion).  If you do not have a mask, one will be 

provided for you. 

• Doors will NOT OPEN UNTIL 8:30am for the 9:00am worship and 

10:30am for the 11:00am worship —  Please don’t plan on arriving early 

for coffee or mingling.  UNFORTUNATELY, because of the virus, we will 

not have coffee hour and the narthex area will be roped off.  You will need 

to go directly to your seat.   

• At the door an usher will take your name —In order to adhere to the physical distancing we will need to 

seat FAMILY UNITS 6 feet from the next.  This means we can accommodate up to 60 family units for one 

worship service.  In order to assure you will have a seat IT IS BEST THAT YOU CALL OR EMAIL THE 

CHURCH OFFICE THE WEEK BEFORE WORSHIP TO RESERVE YOUR SPOT.  It is not necessary to do 

so, HOWEVER IF YOUR NAME IS NOT ON THE RESERVATION LIST YOU RUN THE RISK OF NOT HAV-

ING A SEAT IF 60 FAMILY UNITS are already signed up.  

• At the door you will also have your temperature taken—If your temperature is 100.4 or higher,                

you will not be allowed to come in.  Please monitor your temperature and if it remains high please contact 

your family doctor.   

• Next you will pick up a pre-packaged communion kit—this kit is to be left in the Ziploc container until 

communion time.  The pastors will direct you as to how you will receive communion 

• In the sanctuary, an usher will great you.  At this time, you may sit wherever you wish; however, you 

must remain socially distant from other households.  If you are not socially distant, you may be asked to 

slide down or move to respect each other’s space.  A good rule of thumb is that each household should be 

at least two arm-lengths apart.  To help, every other pew is roped off for your safety.   

• Once you are seated, we ask you remain in your pew...you may turn to talk to your neighbor; however, 

we ask YOU DO NOT GET UP AND WALK AROUND THE SANCTUARY. 

• At the end of the worship you will be ushered out, please remain in your pew until the usher directs you 

to leave—again we have a specific process so folks don’t walk past one another or congregate.  When leav-

ing please be respectful of the 6 foot physical distancing.  Please DO NOT CONGREGATE at the doors to 

talk, there are people behind you who still need to leave safely.  Remember to pick up the phone and call 

your “pew neighbors”! 

BEGINNING SEPTEMBER 20th—FALL WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

9:00am—Contemporary Praise Worship 

11:00am—Traditional Worship 

JUST A REMINDER—ALL WORSHIP SERVICES WILL CONTINE TO BE STREAMED LIVE ON FACEBOOK 
as well as be uploaded later in the day to our website—  www.htlchurch.org 



HAND BELL CHOIR 

The hand bells are ready to ring...we just need some dedicated “ringers”!  Cecil (our organist) is looking into 

beginning a hand bell choir this fall.  Rehearsals will be weekly on Wednesdays at 2:45pm beginning Septem-

ber 23rd.  At this time, we hope to have 11-12 people in the group.  We will follow all COVID hand bell guide-

lines...yes, believe it or not there are helpful tips to follow even for hand bells during this pandemic.   

For those of you who are interested, you will need to:  

•  Be able to read music—but this is not mandatory (preferably treble 

and bass clefs) 

•  Experience ringing bells is a plus, but again not mandatory 

•  Be able to commit to rehearsal times 

•  Be able to commit to Sundays when we ring in Worship 

•  Be able and willing to help set up and take down bells and tables as 

needed 

•  Be willing to spend time cleaning bells as needed 

•  Be on time for rehearsals—we really cannot start until everyone is 

there 

•  You will be expected to wear a mask at all rehearsals and when we 

ring in worship 

•  You will need gloves (available at church) 

 

Commitment, as mentioned above, means that as a part of a hand bell group, you are expected to be in at-

tendance at ALL rehearsals and worship services when we ring as much as humanly possible.  You are the 

only one that rings your part and without you, the group can’t function properly...if at all.  Sickness and other 

major life circumstances, of course, will be understood.  We need you to commit as much as you possibly can 

and if you can’t, please don’t try to be part of this group (it is not like choir where there are several others who 

carry the part when someone is absent).   

 

The commitment part of being a hand bell ringer may seem rigid, but it is the nature of the beast and we will 

all be a much better group for it.  If you are a winter resident and would like to be a part of the hand bell choir 

when you return, we will do everything we can to fit you in and make you an active ringer.   

 

At this time, Cecil would like to know who is interested in this group so he can begin planning.  If you 

are interested please email Cecil at:  htlcorganist@gmail.com as soon as possible.  We are excited to 

begin this new venture and look forward to some beautiful music. 

COMMUNION PICK UP 

Every three weeks ,we are giving out consecrated home com-

munion kits.  These kits are for you to use each week as you 

worship at home or as you watch the worship service online.  

Each kit contains 3 cups of consecrated wine or grape juice and 

3 consecrated wafers.   

Our next communion pick up will be on Sunday, September 

13th  6:00pm-7:00pm.  At this time pastors will also be offer-

ing communion to you in your cars (if you would like).   

TEDDY BEAR MINISTRY 

Just a reminder that our Teddy Bear Ministry still contin-

ues!  Our teddy bears may be in hibernation right now, but 

we will gladly place one on the altar during worship.  If  

you would like a teddy bear to send to a family member or 

friend that needs a reminder of God’s 

love and our prayers lifting them up, 

please let us know.  We will place the 

bear on the altar during our next wor-

ship service and you can come by and 

pick it up later that week.   



CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

As of this date and time, our office is 

open on Mondays and Thursdays from 

9am-12pm.  These hours are subject to 

change so please call the office to make 

an appointment.  It is always best to call 

the office before you plan on coming!  

THANK YOU!! 

OUTREACH OPPORTUNITIES 

Shoes for Kids Program—update 

Thank you for your generous donations to the 
shoes for kids program!  Besides 

monetary donations we also donat-
ed over 25 pairs of shoes to the pro-

gram.  These new sneakers will be 
given to children in need right here in our own 

community.   

Lutheran World Relief School Kits 

We are continuing to collect supplies for our LWR 
school kits.  We will continue this supply drive 

through September 13th.  
There are specific items 
needed for each kit and 
those include:  70 sheet  
spiral bound notebooks, 
crayons, pencil sharpeners, scissors, erasers, and 

rulers.  

 

Our food pantry continues to serve folks on Mon-
day and Wednesday mornings.  Your continued do-

nations make this possible.  Every Tuesday, we 
have volunteers go down to pick up supplies at 

Harry Chapin in Fort Myers.  Along with those sup-
plies and your donations, we are able to serve our 
community faithfully and abundantly.  Don’t forget 
those BOGOs at Publix!  The food pantry is always 
in need of cereals, peanut butter and jelly, pasta, 
pasta sauce, canned meats, macaroni and cheese 

and soups.   

JUST A REMINDER THAT ON SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6th and 

13th there will only be one TRADITIONAL SERVICE at 11:00.  

THERE WILL BE NO 9:00 worship on these two Sundays.   

Again, if you would like to come to worship please call or 

email the church office and let us know!  (see in person wor-

ship guidelines for more information) 

We are in need of 

volunteers AT BOTH 

WORSHIP SERVICES 

to help at the front 

door taking names, taking temperatures, setting up the communion 

table for people to pick up their communion, directing folks to their 

seats, and cleaning after the 9:00 service.  If you can volunteer, 

please contact Carole at the church office (office@htlchurch.org) 

and we will add your name to our volunteer list.  Sunday worship 

will not be able to be held in person unless these spots are filled 

each week.  If you would like more information on any of these vol-

unteer opportunities, please let us know!    

BIBLE STUDIES: 

This fall, we will be offering two different Bible 
studies: 

Tuesday Morning: Our regular Tuesday morning 
study will begin on September 15 with in-person 
(and hopefully Zoom) availability. We will be us-
ing the entire Fellowship Hall so that everyone 
can be social distanced. Please do not sit closer 
than 6’ from non-
household member. We 
will resume our study of 
Paul’s letter to the Gala-
tians. 

Thursday Afternoon: The Wednesday Bible 
study that began this summer over Zoom will 
move to Thursday at 1:30pm beginning Septem-
ber 17th.  This will remain a Zoom only class for 
the time being. Each week, we will study the les-
son(s) for the coming Sunday. 

If you want to know more about either of these classes, please 

contact Pastor Ken at pastorken@htlchurch.org. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Columbarium Update 

The long-awaited columbarium is in! We are putting 

the final touches on the brochure and doing some last 

minute sprucing up in the courtyard. We invite you to 

come by the church during office hours and see how 

beautiful they turned out. If you are interested in 

learning more about a niche or the memorial garden, 

please let the office know. Niches will be sold on a first

-come, first-serve basis.  

GRAB ‘N GO DINNER! 

Chef Charles and his helpful volunteers are preparing for yet another de-

lectable dinner for Friday, September 18. Be sure to get your reservations 

in early! Call (941-625-5262) or email the office (office@htlchurch.org) to 

make your reservation no later than noon Wednesday, September 16. 

MENU 

Soup  course: Chicken Florentine with Potato Gnocchi 
 

Main Dish:  CHICKEN BREAST LASAGNA 
Boneless breast, panko encrusted and sautéed, covered with ricotta 

cheese, prosciutto ham and parmesan. Then topped with soon to be very 
popular HTLC Chianti basil marinara sauce and provolone nestled on la-

sagna pasta.  Served with Garlic knots  
 

 Dessert: it will be delicious! 
 

Free-will offering will be collected “curbside”.   

HTLCH PARISH UPDATES: 

During the almost 6 months that our church was shut down 

in response to the Covid-19 crisis, several of our faith family 

have died. We have tried to keep everyone aware of these 

people and their families who need our continued prayers. If 

you happened to miss one of our emails, here is a list of 

these people. If you know we have missed someone, please 

email the church office at office@htlchurch.org so that we 

can share the information with our sisters and brothers in 

Christ.  

Bob Waldbauer  Allen Croy 

Shelia Kinnery  Ken Vida 

Fran Davis  Joan Papetti 

Ed Geisel  Dave Johnson 

 Joan Swanson  Clint Parks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Just a reminder if you would like to add someone to the 

prayer chain please call or email the church office to let 

us know.  Let us continue to lift one another in prayer! 

WOMEN’S BETH 

MOORE BIBLE STUDY 

WILL BEGIN LATER THIS 

FALL...Ladies watch your 

email for updates!   


