
August 19, 2019 
 Dear Sisters and Brothers in Christ, 
At the recent Churchwide Assembly in Milwaukee WI, the ELCA delegates passed a Memorial 
designating the ELCA as a “Sanctuary Church Body”.  (A Memorial is an action of intention, NOT a 
binding doctrine.)  This particular action received significant negative press that has made the rounds in 
social media.  Last week, we did everything we could to understand the issues, the action taken, and the 
implication for our congregation. 

1.  What are the issues behind this particular? 
1. We read stories every day about the current immigration crisis in our 

country.  We read about border camps that are overflowing with families.  We 
read about people who have been in the US for years being taken from their 

homes and deported.  We read about violence and law-breaking.  We read about 
the good and the bad of immigration enforcement.  In short, we read about a 
crisis. 

2. What was voted on? 
1. The ELCA voted to publically declare its support for the human rights of all 

people.  We believe the use of the term “sanctuary” was unfortunate because of its 
current cultural negative connotation.  However, the church has always been a 
sanctuary to those whom society has rejected. 

2. The Memorial does not address the politics of immigration, rather it addresses the 
humanitarian needs of those whose lives have been marginalized. 

3. It does not address the legal issue of illegal immigrants. 
4. It does address the humanitarian needs of all who are displaced. 
5. Nowhere in the Memorial does it state that the church will break the law or harbor 

those who break the law. 
6. Our Presiding Bishop, Elizabeth Eaton, wrote a thorough summary of the 

Memorial.  If you would like to read more about the Memorial, please read her 

comments on at www.ELCA.org and look for “Worth a Look” and click on 
Read More.  Then look for Talking Points and read those or cut and paste the 
following link to your browser: 
https://download.elca.org/ELCA%20Resource%20Repository/ELCA_SanctuaryD

enomination_TalkingPoints.pdf   
3. What are the implications for our congregation 

1. The Memorial is an action of intention.  It is NOT a binding action. 
2. The Memorial does call us to question our hospitality for all who come through 

our church doors.  To that end, we have and continue to welcome all people in 

the name of Jesus Christ. 
3. We will not support any action that is against any laws of our nation, be that 

local, state, or Federal. 
As always, if there is anything you do not understand about this or would just like to talk more 

about this, please contact either of us. 
In Christ’s service with you ~ Pastors Andrea and Ken Barrios 
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